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 At left, a drawing by student Kaysie Burford was the cover of the 2017-
2018 Dell City School yearbook. At right, artwork by students Brandon Crabb and 
Emmett Muise was featured inside the yearbook.

Yearbook Cover Contest Underway
 For a third year, Dell City School students are being invited to submit 
artwork – capturing Cougar pride and the best of the Cougar experience – as part 
of a “cover contest” for the 2018-2019 yearbook. One submission will be select-
ed for the cover, and the artist whose work is selected will receive a free year-
book. The work of other students will be featured inside the yearbook’s pages. 
Student art has been a great addition to the last two installments of the yearbook, 
and parents and family members may want to encourage their students to submit 
work! The deadline for submissions in March 15.

RobocougaRs!
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 Members of the Dell City School robotics team – from left to right, 
Nicole Martos, Giselle Castillo, Rhiannon Muise, Gerardo Castillo, Brandon 
Crabb, Jasper Vargas and Orlando Fuentes – traveled to El Paso last month for a 
regional robotics competition. For more on the robotics competition, see page 2.

Sanchez, Czubinski to Be Honored at 
Feb. 28 School Board Meeting 

 Dell City ISD 
educators Adriana Sanchez 
and Joseph Czubinski will be 
recognized for their outstanding 
contributions to the district, 
when the Dell City school 
board holds its monthly meeting 
Thursday evening, Feb. 28.

 Principal Carlos 
A. Contreras said Sanchez 
has “stepped up” this school 
year, to take on new roles and 
responsibilities. A native Dell 
Citian, Sanchez joined the 
district in 2014, and has served 
as “PEIMS” clerk – overseeing 
required reporting to the state – 
and as school secretary. But in 
November she moved from the 
main office into the classroom, 
becoming the district’s ESL 

instructional aide. Contreras said that she is now working 
toward becoming a certified ESL teacher, and he said the 
work Sanchez has done with the school’s English-lan-
guage-learners has made a real difference.

 Czubinski is both a gifted educator – he teaches 
social studies, and was the district’s “Teacher of the Year” 
for the 2016-2017 school year – and a skilled coach. He 
joined Dell City ISD four years ago, and has served as ath-
letics director. Contreras said the district was honoring him 
for his work as a coach – in football, basketball, tennis and 
track – and everything he does to make athletics happen at 
the school.

 Congratulations Ms. Sanchez and Coach Ski, and 
thank you for everything you do!

Dell City PTO Will Meet
Monday, March 11, at 4:30 p.m.

All Dell City School parents and families, and 
all community members, are invited to attend.

Come Join Us! Meet in the School Parent 
Center, next to the Main Office.
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 Mehmet Ozer, faculty leader 
for the Dell City School robotics team, 
with team members at the group’s 
organizational meeting last fall.

“Robocougars” – Dell City STEM 
Stars – Travel for Regional Meet

 The “Robocougars” – the 
Dell City School robotics team – 
traveled to El Paso last month, to 
compete in a regional competition 
at UTEP’s Memorial Gym. The 
Cougar robotics program is now in 
its third year.

 The team included elemen-
tary and middle-school students. 
Team members who traveled for 
the competition were fourth-grad-
er Gerardo Castillo, fifth-graders 
Nicole Martos, Rhiannon Muise and 
Brandon Crabb, sixth-grader Giselle 
Castillo and eighth-graders Jasper 
Vargas and Orlando Fuentes. The 
robotics meet fell on the same day 
as the Hudspeth County Livestock 
Show, and team members who could 
not attend the robotics competition 

included fourth-graders Cassidy Hale, Samanta Espinoza and McKenna 
Crabb.

 The team began meeting early in the school year, with first-year 
DCISD staffer Mehmet Ozer at the helm as faculty leader. From sets, stu-
dents assembled their robots. Then, with iPads and programming software, 
they programmed their robots to accomplish “missions.” 

 The “missions” are sequences of specific tasks – which might 
include pushing, pulling or lifting an object, or moving an object from one 
place to another. At the meet, held Jan. 26, the Cougars competed against 
teams from more than 60 schools, from across West Texas, who were also 
trying to complete the same missions.

 Ozer, who is pursuing a PhD in education in “STEM” – science, 
technology, engineering and math, said the programming process introduc-
es students to the principles, and the practical applications, of computer 
computing.

 “It’s really good,” Ozer said, “because with the elementary school 
kids it’s mostly visual, for the middle school kids it’s a little coding and a 
little visual, and for high school it’s only coding. They transition based on 
their age.”

 Robotics is a hands-on way for students to engage with STEM, 
“to practice engineering, to practice computer science, to practice coding,” 
Ozer said. And Ozer hopes that, for some students, the experience nurtures 
an interest in science and engineering that can turn into a lifelong pursuit or 
a career.  

 “Our kids might not encounter these concepts otherwise,” Ozer 
said, “and it’s important for them to know about this. Robotics is an oppor-
tunity for them to experience these concepts, to find out of they like it. For 
some of them, this could be their future.”

 Congratulations, Cougar robotics team!

Many Improvements Underway 
to School’s Physical Plant

 You can’t miss 
it – there’s a lot of work 
being done to the Dell 
City School campus. 
Parents and visitors 
immediately notice the 
new, more open layout 
of the school’s main 
office. But there are 
changes, upgrades and 

improvements taking place across the campus.
 Through funding from a safety grant, electricians 
have been installing new lights around the campus – both out-
side and inside school buildings. The campus has been a dark 
and shadowy place after sunset; Principal Carlos A. Contreras 
said new outdoor lighting, which is being installed all around 
the school’s exterior, will improve safety for students and staff 
who are on campus after dark for school activities. The new 
lighting has sensors – to activate automatically at night, and to 
shut down in the morning. 
 New lighting is also being installed in the hallways 
of the secondary school – Contreras said the lights will be both 
brighter, and more energy-efficient, than existing lights.
 The good 
work of district 
maintenance staff 
is also clear to see. 
Maintenance staffer 
José Cabral has 
painted cabinets 
and walls through-
out the school 
hallways, and, with 
help from cafeteria 
staffers Angelica 
Galvan and Leonor 
Garcia, has also given the cafeteria a “facelift,” with new tables 
and new paint.
 Then, there’s the new school counselor’s office. 
School administrators decided to create a counselor position 
late last year, and longtime elementary teacher Tesha Czubinski 
was hired for the position in January. A room in the elementary 
building – which had been packed with old textbooks – was 
cleaned out to serve as the counselor’s office, and maintenance 
staffer JR Scrimshire has made swift work of renovating the 
room. Windows that were painted over are now letting in the 
light. There are new doors on the room, and the entire space 
has gotten a paint job, with colors selected by Czubinski. 
 The old is being made new – or at least being kept up 
to date – in other areas as well. A 12-set bus that had been re-
tired from the school’s fleet has been brought back into service 
– though it hadn’t been used in several years, it only needed a 
new battery. Contreras said the bus will now be available if the 
new vans the school typically uses for bus runs are unavailable. 
And, keeping the older bus in operation can free up funds for 
other, more pressing purchases, Contreras said.
 Thanks to our maintenance and custodial personnel, 
for everything they’re doing to improve the Cougar campus!
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 A special thanks to the Dell City PTO – and to school 
Activities Coordinator Catrina Wilson – for their work in hosting 
Family Movie Night last Thursday, Feb. 21. The screening of the an-
imated film Next Gen was a big success. The library was packed. The 
next movie night at the school is Friday, March 15, at 5 p.m. – when 
a screening of The Lorax will culminate a week of Dr. Seuss-inspired 
activities. 

Tennis & Track Begin
 Spring sports are underway!

 Track competitors were headed to Van Horn Wednesday 
(Feb. 27) for a practice meet, and they’ll return to Culberson County 
next Friday, March 8, for the Van Horn Invitational. Tennis players 
will compete that same weekend, traveling to Alpine for an event 
hosted by the Fort Davis Indians.

 Good luck Cougars!

Get Ready for the

Games, Booths, Concessions!
All proceeds benefit 

the Dell City Junior Class

Friday, April 19 – 5 to 8 p.m.
Cougar Practice Field

Community Members Are Invited to Set Up Booths
For more information, 

contact Susie Estrada or Adriana Sanchez

March 11-15 Is A Dr. Seuss-Themed Week 
 March 11-15 is “Cat in the Hat” week at the Dell City 
School – with five days of Dr. Seuss-inspired activities, and a 
spotlight on the author whose work is for many young people an 
introduction to the joy of reading.

 There will be “Dress Up Days” Monday through Friday. 
Monday, March 11, is “Cat in the Hat Day”; Tuesday is “Favorite 
Character Day,” in which staff and students can dress up as a favorite 
Dr. Seuss character; March 13 is “Wacky Wednesday”; Thursday is 
“Crazy Hair Day”; and Friday is “Fox in Socks Day.” Students will 
have green eggs and ham in the cafeteria Friday morning.

 There will be other, community-wide activites as well. 
Thursday is Family Reading Night at the library, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. Parents and community members are sought to read to students, 
and those who are interested may contact Catrina Wilson at the 
school’s main office. And on Friday evening, at 5 p.m. in the library, 
there were will be a movie night screening of the animated classic 
The Lorax. Everyone is invited to attend.
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Yearbook 
Cover Contest

What do you love 
about being a Cougar? 

Students and/or classes are 
invited to submit works of art 

– drawings, paintings or photographs – 
that capture Cougar Pride 

and the best of the 
Dell City School experience.

A winning work will appear 
on the cover of the 2019 Cougar yearbook. 

Prizes for Winners!
Entries may be emailed to 
stuartd@dellcityisd.com 

or submitted to Drew Stuart. 

Deadline: Friday, March 15th

Cougar Excellence in the Classroom – and at UIL and Stockshow – 
Recognized at February “5A Day”

 The Dell City School held its second “5A Day” of 2019 
on Wednesday, Feb. 20, and it was a time to recognize student 
achievement in the classroom, and beyond. In addition to awards 
for school academics, this month’s 5A Day included recognition 
for student performance at academic UIL competitions in Van 
Horn Jan. 11, and at the county livestock show, held Jan. 24-27 in 
Sierra Blanca.

 5A is Awards for Academics, Attendance, Athletics and 
Activities, and the ceremonies are organized by School Activities 
Coordinator Catrina Wilson. Refreshments follow the awards, 
and parents and family members, and the community, are always 
invited to attend. The next 5A Day is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 17, beginning at 2:15 in Cougar Gym.

 Ag teacher Chuck Wilson kicked off the event, by rec-
ognizing his students for their success at the Hudspeth County Ju-
nior Livestock Show: fourth-grader McKenna Crabb took reserve 
grand champion in the talent show, and had a reserve breed rabbit; 
fifth-grader Rhiannon Muise was grand champion in the talent 
show; sophomore Jacqueline Mendoza had a reserve OPB breed 
swine; junior Victoria McCarty was grand champion in consumer 
science, and grand champion in Ag mechanics; and senior Ramon 
DeLuna had a reserve cross breed swine.

 Kindergarten award recipients included: Eliseo Campos, 
for Math and Reading awards; Mia Garcia-Estrada, for Math and 
Reading awards, and also as “Most Improved” student; Jayden 
Perez, for Math and Reading awards; and Nicholas Radunz, also 
for Math and Reading awards.

 In first grade, Nathan Ainsworth, Jose McCray, Victoria 
Mora, Jesus Rodriguez-Velarde and Gabriella Velarde Elias all 
received the Math and Reading awards. Jesus Rodriguez-Velarde 
also received the award for “Most Improved Student.”

 For second grade, award recipients included: Rachel 
Medina Rangel, for reading excellence; Emmett Muise, for math 
excellence and science excellence, and for A Honor Roll; and 
Grayson O’Leary, for social studies excellence, and for taking 
fifth place in the UIL storytelling competition.

 In third grade, Aurora Bell was recognized for social 
studies excellence, for AB Honor Roll, and for taking fifth place 
in UIL spelling; Anthony Galvan was honored as “Most Improved 
Student”; Jimena Martin Del Campo was recognized for science 
excellence, and for AB Honor Roll and perfect attendance; Zach-
ary Mendoza was recognized for earning AB Honor Roll, and he 
received the “Citizenship” award; Mia Mora also received the 
“Citizenship” award, and earned AB Honor Roll; Texana Scar-
brough was recognized as an A Honor Roll student, for reading 
excellence and for her success at UIL – taking first place in ready 
reading, second in spelling and third in storytelling; and Violeta 
Solis Ojeda was honored for math excellence.
 In fourth grade, Gerardo Castillo received the “Courage 
Effort” award; McKenna Crabb was recognized for A Honor Roll 
academics and for outstanding work in math, as well as for taking 
second place in UIL spelling; and Cassidy Hale received the 
“Kindness” award and was honored for perfect attendance.

 Fifth grade award recipients included: Brandon Crabb, for AB 
Honor Roll, and the “Good Helper” award; Nicole Martos, for A Honor 
Roll, and for her third-place performance in UIL spelling; Rhiannon 
Muise, for A Honor Roll and with the “Leadership” and “Paw” awards, 
and, at UIL competitions, for taking first in the dictionary contest and 
second place in listening; and Dustin Neely, with the “Young Author” 
award.

 In sixth grade, Jose Acosta received the award for perfect atten-
dance; and Giselle Castillo was recognized for AB honor Roll, and for 
taking sixth place in ready reading at UIL.

 For seventh grade, awards went to: Kortney Burford, for taking 
second place in UIL Science 1; Hallie Chavez, for AB Honor Roll, and 
for taking first place in maps, graphs and charts at UIL; Hunter O’Leary, 
for taking fifth place in number sense at UIL; and Jeremiah Rauch, for 
AB Honor Roll.

 In ninth grade, Kaysie Burford and Esteban Morales were 
recognized for AB Honor Roll academics.

 In eleventh grade, awards were presented to Kassandra Acosta 
and Christian Mendoza for AB Honor Roll. 

 Among seniors, the award recipients were: Caleb Bell, A Honor 
Roll; Reilly Czubinski, A Honor Roll; and Stephanie Rangel, AB Honor 
Roll.
 Congratulations, Cougar students!


